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Applied Theatre in Paediatrics:
Can Participatory Performance Mitigate Educational, Emotional and
Social Consequences of Missing out School during Hospitalisation?

Abstract

This paper relays the findings of the evaluation of an applied theatre project for children in
hospital as perceived by hospital teachers. A mixed qualitative approach was used. Data were
analysed using thematic analysis to explore the teachers’ views on children’s engagement with
learning and the improvement of the hospital experience as a whole through applied theatre.
The article presents examples of children’s stories that illustrate the findings. The study
concludes that applied theatre in paediatrics can engage children with hospital tuition and
learning during treatment; improve the management of emotions; help them relax and
communicate with the outside world.
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