
The Olympics, Global Sport Development 
and Local Politics

Community Engagement 

through Culture and Education? 



Aims of this presentation:

⚫ What means “community engagement”?

⚫ Can the Olympic Ideals be used to leverage 
community engagement in relation to London 2012 
through culture and education? How?  
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Community engagement

'Community engagement' is therefore a planned process

with the specific purpose of working with identified groups 

of people, whether they are connected by geographic 

location, special interest, or affiliation or identify to address 

issues affecting their well-being

Cavaye 2001





Theme 17 – Olympism and Culture





The Olympic Ideals

Different layers:

⚫ personal/ individual 

⚫ collective 

⚫ culture-specific, British interpretations

philosophy of life
balance/ harmony
strength/ perseverance
competitiveness
participation
excellence
body and mind (mens sana 
in corpore sano)

peace
universalism
understanding
‘brotherhood’ and ‘fraternity’
cosmopolitanism
multiculturalism
environmentalism
teamwork
youth

multiculturalism/ interculturalism
pluralism/ diversity
continuity (past – present – future)
involvement of youth
health and well-being



Britain: From Past to Present

⚫ London as a global capital

⚫ From imperialistic and colonial power to a pluralist, 
diverse and multicultural society

▪ Differing worldviews and epistemologies

▪ Forum of cultural exchange

▪ Consensus around the values of Olympism



Olympism in the British discourse TODAY

⚫Multiculturalism/ diversity

⚫ Involvement of youth

⚫ Teamwork

⚫ Physical activity for all

⚫ Tradition and modern

Chatziefstathiou, 2008



“London has gone for…the themes that are the obvious 
ones are multiculturalism, a Games for the young, capturing 
the imagination of the young, the link between the tradition 
and the modern…

There is an unconsciously expressed set of values…it is 
expressed unconsciously by having a group from a 
multicultural school which expressed youth, multi-cultural 
nature, teamwork etc. [ ]…that is also expressed 
linguistically, London as a global city has the largest and the 
most diverse linguistic patterns of any city”.

Ian Henry, Director of COS&R



Multiculturalism/ diversity



Teamwork



⚫ “London Games are on their way…Physical Education should be 
regenerated…it has been left out from the country’s priorities for 
years” 

Don Anthony, Trustee of the Olympic Idea

⚫ “Much Wenlock Society does not have the ambition to become part 
of the Olympic Games…what we want is to encourage young people 
to do sports, to play and have fun.

…we would also like to see a trophy for an elite athlete who has 
achieved personally the most…and not in terms of records”. 

Helen Cromatry, Press and PR Secretary, Much Wenlock Society



Physical activity for all







School education

Volunteering

Youth camps

Training camps

Street art
Live sites
Festivals 

Higher education

Site visits
Urban tourism

International and
Cultural 

Networks 

Health and
Well-being

Programmes 

More…???



Tradition and modern



Olympic ideals and community well-being

Olympic ideals as a source of inspiration for:

❑ better health/ lifestyle

❑ cooperation/ teamwork

❑ regeneration

❑ can-do mindset/ achievement


